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1. The KPD Zon:li Directorate met at itts office at Uferstrasse, Mainz, on 22 Novomber
1948 to discuss the rosult of the Rhelnland-Pfalzm commnal elections of 14
Novenber 1948, and to receive neyw instructions concerning the general line
and zonaY policy of the KPD. Present wore twelve mombers of the Zomal
Directorate, a numbor of top funotioneries of the KPD in Rheinland-Pfalz, and
two non-residents of Rheinland-Pfal:s who wers identified to the otheras only
o8 "Adolf" and "Fritz." "Adolffgt aiccent indiented that he came from the Ruhr
area. ie is about 6 ft, tall, apprexdrately 45 years old, is vell-dressed,
and wears a pold ring with 2 blue stone, Important zonal and Iand personalities
present wore Nieberpall, Prinz, Daunghrtner, Feller (former Minister of Recoastruc.
tioz in Rheinlend-Pfals, now editor of the Comrmunist paper N leben), ard:
the KPD Iand organization treasurer kmown as "Worner" (probebly an aseumed nane,
sturce believes). "Werner" comes from eastern Germeny. He has no fixed rosidence,
living sometinmes with Prinz in HainzMonbooh, sometimes with Baumghrtner in
Luduigshafen, He very oftem visite France. He hags a DKW car of the Meisterilases
wodel with a Hesse 1inense mmber. )

2, ‘Otto Niebergall spoke at the norning session and evaluated the election resulte
for the KPD, He declared that the Zonal Directorate had counted on & decrease

criticized the attitude of Heues Lebon which, through a number of "stupid
articles”, hed repelled the voters instead of attracting them. The election
result, Nlebergall said, hes proved once more that the KPD under the given
conditions eannot count on boing a huge mase movenent, but mst make every
affort %o develop into an outspoken cadre movement. Prineipal activity should
. be shifted even more then before to the factories end onterprises, since a '
careful analysis of slection results #hows ihat young workers in the enterprises
voted Comrmmnist in relatively high mmbora, Hiebergall violsntly oriticized
the orpanizational and propagandistis work of & conoiderable mumber of loeal

failed. He concluded by pointing out the main lesson of the Rheinland~Pfalz
eloctions: the Party there has lost 1tg meaning as a mse organization and in
the future muet distriute ite functions differently than bafore,
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During Niebergall's specch a clash oocurred botwoen him and W. Feller, when
the lstter interrupted Niebergell and reproached him for having disorganized
the Porty rather than having organised it. "Adolf” “intervenod and quicted the
excitement caused by Feller's interruption. After Niebergall eoncluded his
speech, "Adolf" addressed the functionaries and stabed that the Rheinlend-
Pfalw eloction result, so far as tho KPD is concerned, is nornal under the
given conditions. Similar recults have occurred in Nordrhein-Westfalen,

Ho supported Nicbergell's recuost to increase the dovelopment of cedre

. organizations, He explained that im future locelly-imown functionaries will

be entruated with only overt functions and will work meroly to inerease -
propagenda, A1l other Party functions and assignments will in future have to
be assumed by & limited mumber of absolutely reliable Party functionarics
not engaged in local work, There followed a discussion of the difficulties
of activating the work among the erews of factories and enterprises, "Fritd
reproached the RheinlandePfalz end zonal leadership with having failed to
advance social agitation in the factories and enterprises. The nain object
of ocuch agitation should be the creation and maintenance of unrest, diessatis~
faction, and a permanent psychosis of fear of an uncertain future among the
workere. This fear should be aspread primarily among the younger workers,
through whom it would soon spread to older workers. . ;

nadolf, "Fritz", Niebergall, Prinz, Bumgartner, Foller, and the treasurer
"Yerner" then retired to & olosed meeting to deal with Party finencial affairs.
The other functicnaries wero told by Niebergall only that aince a proper
accounting of the local.groups and sub-districts and proper finencial
rolations batwsen them and the Zonal Directorate have not been possible, the
whole financial orgenization of the Party would be changed.

In an afternoon session of the seme group "Fritz" spoke on the situation in
wedtorn Gerreny. He struck a new note which nay be of importance for the
goneral attitude of the KRP since, Source feels, aprarently "Fritz?s" position
in the Party is higher than zonal level. He said that the Comruniste in the
French Zone have rezgon to expeet aid and support from the French Comrminlts;

he did not specify the nature of such ald. He further declared that the
Fronch Zone Comunists should consider their zone as a sort of wedge against
expansion of Aneriecan influence in western Germany and western Eurcpe, and he
requested the assembled functlonaries to deerense their eagerness with respect
to & trizonel merger. Commnists in the French Zone would of course not aexpect
popular understanding and support 1f they openly pointed out these conditions.
Therefors, they should subtly point out in press and propagenda thet keeping up -
the zonal borders would meke casler the fight against the capitalistic policy
and economy of the bigonal Frankfurt administration, lainteining the French
zonal borders would slso prevent penetration by the Anericans of the police
organization - both French and Germen ~ in the zone. The French polies in the
zone now is inefficient and penetroted with Gaullist elements of whom some are
st111 in contect with Commniste because of their former cocperation in the
resistance movement, For all of these reasons the Commmists would have much
more influence on the development of western Europe and would be in better
position to strengthen thelr ties with the Communist Party of France, if the
French Zone were kept out of the trizonal combination. ,

There wes no discussion of "Fritzts" remarks. ‘Feller interrupted him at one point
o nsk how the French Zone Commmniste could possible assimilate this new zonal
policy with their past attitude. aFpite® Lrushed awvey Feller's objection by -
apking, "Since vwhen heve Com-unists been concerned about their past attitude?
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